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INTRODUCTION

Under the authority of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act of 1980 (CERCL.A) and the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986
(SARA), the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) is conducting a Site Inspection
Sampling Event at Travis Field, located in Chatham County, Georgia (EPA TD#
GADY84307918, CERCLIS # 05843). The purposc of the investigation is 1o gather data which is
necessary to [urther evaluate the site and to verify the scoring conducted during the September
1996 Preliminary Assessment.

' SITE DESCRIPTION AND REGULATORY AND OPERATIONAL HISTORY -

Location

The Travis Ficld site consists of three abandoncd landfills located on the former Chatham
Army Airtield. The airport is now owned and operated by the City of Savannah as the Savannah
International Airport. Travis Field is located in the northwest quadrant of Chatham County,
Georgia, approximatcly 8 milcs northwest of Savannah, Georgia. All three of the sites arc
located off of Georgia State Route 307 (Dean Focht Road).

Landfill No. | is an inactive landfill located at LAT 32° 7' 12.65"/LONG 81° 11'5.8",
which is approximalely 750 feet east of State Route 307, Landfill No. 1 is the largest of the three
landfill areas and covers approximately 15 acres| The landfill was built on a former wetland and
is surrounded by wetland arcas. Although the site topography is rather flat, access to the site is-
difficult duc to densc brush and trees. .

| .

Landfill No. 2 is an inactive landfill located at LAT 32° 7' 5.17"/LONG 81° 11' 18.3". It
is also located off of State Route 307 and is located southwest of landfill no. 1. The landfill
covers approximalely 7 acres. A drainage ditch borders the southcrn boundary of the site. An
activc gas station and a Georgia Air National Guard (GANG) Petroleum, Qils and Lubricant
(POL) depot are located across the drainage ditch from the site. This landfill was also built on a
former wetland and is heavily overgrown with vegetation making access to the site difficult.

Landfill No. 3 is an inactive landfill located at LAT 32° 8' 16.71"/LONG 81° 12' 49.65"
The site is located between Gulfstrearn Road and Airways Road in the northwest quadrant of the
Savannah Intemational Airport. The site covers approximatcly 12 acres and is located
approximately 1,000 [eet northwest of the air trafflc control tower. A large pond is located in the
middle of the site. Adjacent to the pond is a |argc hill which may be a result from previously
cxcavating the arca that is now the pond. The site is located in a wetland habitat.  $t. Augustine
Creek is located across Gulfstream Road from the site (see Figure 1).

J
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Historical Site Operations

Between September 1, 1942, and May 8, 1944, the Army Air Force acquired 2, 462.29
acres for Travis Ficld. The original acquisition was for use by the Army Air Forcc as an
emergency auxiliary landing ficld. The site was eventually used as a command base and training
station for thc Sccond Bomb Wing of the Army Air Corps. The airport became known as
Chatham Ficld. Military development ceased after World War II. Most of the airfield was

. declared Surplus on April 3. 1947. Complete withdrawal from the War Asscts Administration
was approved in October 1948. A Certiticatce of Transfer, dated November 28, 1948, convcyed
the property from the War Assets Administration to the Air Force, and the name Chatham Field
was changed to Chatham Air Force Base on June 23, 1949, All property leased or owned by the
Federal Government was transferred to the City of Savannah for use as a civilian airport on July
5, 1950. Sincc 1950, the property that inctuded landfills no.1 and no. 2 was sold to private scctor
interests, and this property is currently owned by Norfolk Southern Railway Company. Landfill
no. 3 is still on Savannah International Airport pTopcrty.

At landfill no. 1, documented disposed material included construction material/debris,
appliance parts, polc timbers, shingles (suspected asbestos-containing materials (ACM)), and
unlabelled drums of unknown content. The lundfill materials were not identified during the on-
site reconnaissance, however most of the sitc could not be accessed due to the overgrown
vegelation,

At landfill no. 2, numcrous 55-gallon drums were noted by the consultants for the Corps
of Engineers. The drums had labels identifying the drum contents as lube oil, used JP-4, and
solvents. In addition, landfill no. 2 contained spent oil filters, paint cans, suspected ACM
shingles, parts cleaning equipment, and construction materials. During the on-sile
reconnaissance, various housechold waste and paint cans were identificd. Again, the entire site
could not be accessed duc to Lhe overgrown vegetation.

At landfill no.3, documented debris included numerous drums, paint cans, oil filters,
cleaning solvent containers, 5-gallon plastic cans, mctal debris, suspected ACM shingles, and
appliance parts. During the on-site reconnaissance, drums were identified in different locations
across the site. Also, a low lying arca, which is located next to the large pond and adjacent to the
large hill, was identified which contained various solid waste including paint cans, drums, and
car parts.

Removal activities have not taken place at any of the landfill sitcs. The investigation
derived wastes (TDW) are currently located in drums on site [Ref. 2].

_— W
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Past Activities

The Army Corps of Engineers has conducted subsurface investigations and site
asscssments at the site as part of the United States Army Corps of Engincer’s Defense
Environmental Restoration Program--Formerly Utilized Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS) Program.
A phasc I site investigation was conducted in 1993 by Ebasco to determine if the three landfills
had contaminated the soil and groundwater from!past Depariment of Defense activities.

l C

A supplemental site investigation was conducted in 1995 to gather additional information
and data in regards to the contamination previously identitied in 1993. Information regarding
potential receplors und the surrounding arcas was researched in order to evaluate the site and its
associated risk to human health and the environment. The results of the supplcmental site
investigation were submitted to EPD in July of 1996. The investigations included conductivity
and electromagnctic surveys to identify the boundaries of the landfill areas. The investigations
also included the sampling and analyses of soil and groundwater. '

COLLECTION OF NON -SAN[PUNG DATA

A visual sitc inspection will be conducted to ycrify the presence and characteristics of the
reported surface water bodies located on landﬁlls! #17and #2 1o the definition of a surface water
body (containing water ycar-round). The absence of water in the ditches may affect the scoring
of the surface water pathway.

" SAMPLING ACTIVITIES

Objectives

The purpose of the sampling event is to vlcrify contamination in the reported surface water
bodies and to also gather data that was lacking from the previously conducted investigations at
the sitc. The site inspection sampling will be geared toward suspected contaminated receptors
and possible migration pathways. The results of the sampling cvent may alter the previously

conducted scoring of the site.
Instructions for all Field Activities

A field reconnaissance will be conducted jon all three landfill sites by two EPD staff
- members. While conducting the reconnaissance,|information will be documented regarding any
hydrologic barriers, on-site surface water bodies,|ncarby off-site surface water bodies, and
potential migration pathways. The quality assurancc program for the sampling event will consist
of collecting a sample duplicaie, and a field blanl’(. Trip blanks will not be collected during the
sampling event due 1o the lack of need for the testing of volatiles. Rinseate blanks will not be
collected since decontamination measures will not take place on site.
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. The area to be sampled on landfill #1 is an area downgradicnt of the landfill which was
reported us being a surface water body. If surface water is present, then a sediment sample will
be collected for analyses. If surface water is not present, then a soil sample will be collected.
Plcasc refer to Figures 1 and 2 for the proposed sampling location and the potentiometric map
[Ref. 1]. A soil sample will also be collected from an area not suspected to be contaminated.
This sample will be evaluated as a background sample. Table 1 contains the proposcd analyses.

The area to be sampled on landfill #2 is also downgradient of the landfill. A sediment

. sample or a soil sample, dependent on the presence or absence of a surface water body, will be
collccted from the location. A soil sample will also be collected from an area not suspected to be
contaminated. Please refer to Figures 3 and 4 for the proposed sumpling location and the
potentiometric map [Ref. 1].

The on-site pond located at landfill #3 wirll be sampled and analyzed. The pond has not
been sampled to date and is suspected to be contaminated. An upgradient pond, not suspected o
bc contaminated, will be sampled for a surface water background concentration. A ditch, locatcd
betwecn the pond and the probable point of entry to St. Augustine Creek will be sampled to
determine if the ditch is a possible migration pathway. The probable point of catry to the creek
will also be sampled along with an upgradient creek sample. A soil sample will also be collected
from an area not suspected to be contarninated. Please refer to Figures 5 and 6 for the proposed
sampling location and the potentiometric map [Rcf. 1]. Please refer to Table 1 for the proposed
analyses. . ]

The samples will not be filtered. The purpose behind all of the sampling locanom isto -
gather additional data on the surface water pathway.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

. Sampling Crew _
(

Two EPD staff members will conduct the field reconnaissance and sampling event at the
site. Tracy Heard, an environmental specialist, will choose the sampling locations and orgunize
the sampling event. Rusty Kestle, a geologist, will provide oversight for the sampling event and
will assist with the sample collection. Soil, sediment, and surface water samples will be
collected during the sampling event. The samples will be collected via hand augers, stainless
steel spoons, and water dippers. Decontarmnan&n will not take place due to the fact that clean,
sampling equipment will be used for each sample. The sample containers arc all sterile and
contain the necessary preservatives for analyses. All of the samples will be analyzed by the EPD
laboratory and the various analyses include metals, pesticides, and BTEX.

) Two 8-hour days, February 26 and February 27,1997, are being allocated for the field
reconnaissance and the sampling event. The samples will be delivered to the EPD laboratory in
Atlanta.
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The project fnunager of the site under the Army Corps of Engineers will be notified of the
investigation and will be scnt a copy of the sampling plan approximately one week before the
sampling cvent.

‘References
1. Ebasco, 1996. Draft Final Report/Supplemental Site Investigation of Three Abandoned
: Landfill Sites. _ '
2. Site Reconnaissance, Travis Field Site, Savannah, Chatham County, Augusl 7-8, 1996,

conducted by Tracy L. Heard and Mark Smith.
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Table 1
Samples and Proposed Analyses
j
|
i
|
Sample Name MetJiia Analyses

[.F1-A soil or sqdiment metals, YOCs, SVOCs, pest.
)

LF1-BG soil mctals, VOCs, SVOCs, pcst.

LFI1-T(trip blank)

labomlo%y watcr

VOCs

LF2-A soil or.sédiment mctals, V()Cs, SVOCs, pest,
“BTEX :
LF2-BG soil metals, VOCs, SVOCs, pest.,
BTEX
LF2-BG(dup) solii metals, VOCs, SVOCs, pest.,
! BTEX
LF3-A sedit!:ncnt metals
LF3-Al surfacel water metals
LF3-B scdir:nent metals
LF3-C soil or sediment metals
LF3-D sediment metals
LF3-DI- surfaca“. watcr metals
LF3-E surface water mctals
LF3-F(field blank) Iaboratory water
LEFI-SWBG**** scdiment metals, VOCs, SVOCs, pest.
LF2-SWRGH*+#+ scdiment metals, VOCs, SVOCs, pest.

|

**++Sample collection dependent upon field conditions
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SITR SAFETY CWUBCKLLST

= FACILITY HANZ: %ra vis Fe,é/ JI \_YM,,ZM Event BP) IDP: LAY 9843077/8
ADDRESS ; o J VMA-J-[ C%K PHONE NO: i
' ' PERSONNEL LOG |
B - IMMEDIATE SECOND LEVEL
g DATB . DATE INSPECTION  SUPBRVISOR'S SUPERVISOR'S
_ LAST SAFETY CHECKLIST *¢ . { . TYPE (ONME, SIGNATURE OP SIGHATURE OF
. TRAINIRG/ PREPARBLY/ CHECKLIST SITS VISIT CET, RPA, . APPROVAL ARD APPROVAL ANO _
HAME/SIGNATURE  FPIT T&57 REVIEWED  MODIFIE?  DATE(S) ETC.} DATB DATE '
< VW 7). xS _
e Fsﬁ {5‘::) 2//%7 3 [ )51
. S' T
\o RKestle - T a /12147
x
-

Place an asterisk {*) befors the name of the EPA pergon who will be responsible for, protection and safety of all

EPA peresonnel during the sitre visit.

a*Place a dauble asterisk (**) and date after modi€led information, or attach extra page.

cct Occnpatioral Mealth and Safety Desigonee




- 4p46570007 #2-17-97 B6:48PM TO 94945628096 32}9 p.577

FROM GA.DNR HSRP

GENERAL INNFORMATION

Avmy Cavps of. 6\5&“"’)’
PACILITY NAME: vr-;w's ﬁbé/ CONTACY Tohn K elSex /9 .;1) 6S 278-’ 7

nnu:c-rxoua TO FPACILITY: (Attach map {f possible)

M,/’. [éw‘lo-_3’07 A//bwfvm/?‘/&aj)

£ - na eﬂskm sl of 597 , ¢ Tan |
LandBi( #* 2 — On _ €aStern gda of 77 anaq-.J to qas shadhn N-e*%w!"“ ot

sucm ACCESS azwnmwrs. avqu £d
Mot fra COE. comihact
maacsucx 1 MATION

AMBULANCE ¢ TELEPHONE Vil

HDSPITAL:_ Jfi¢ th{ Madica U . - HQR Ll < Aye  TELEPHONE: G

POLICE: TELFPHANE: )

FIRE OEPARTMENT: —t TEL EPHONE : i

S8ITE/FTIRS EVACUATION SIGNALS: .

INFORMATION JOQURCES

PART B: STATR: : CONTINGENCY. PLAN:

ESDe_ - “RFA¢ CLOBURE PLAN:;
QUESTIONNAIRE: PERT Ag OTHER :
PERMITS

EABGARDOUS WASTE: B BTATOS -
HATER : - AIR: O OTHER:

BUMMARY ORN REGWS AND SWMUS: (Indicate number of units)
LANDFILLS « 3- INCINERATORE : . STORAGE AREAS:
WASTE PILES: OTHER TREATMENT: OTHER:

SURFACT IMPROVEMENTS : TANK PARNS: SWROS ;

FACILITY PROCESS DESCRIPTION
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PREVIOUS RELEASES/ACCIDENTS OR COMPLAINTS: {(Correctad? YES/NO)

AIR —

(8O0IL _ . meﬁcd‘ wm - Mo
BUREACE WATER , dlg!éézg S - /VG

INOUSTRIAL ACCXDENTS

COMPLAINTS “MM“& r%;dﬂ{é[(b_ ve: TOW o‘l«'-J.ilé_

AEALTH AND SAPETY ARZARDS
Briefly indicate hazard type. Atuach ’-dair_ton-l pages Lf pecessary.

|

EXPLOSION/OXYXGZN DEPICIENCY BAZARDS: ' NONE (Cigcle-1Z applicable)
' |

RADIATION HAZARDS : 1 NONE (Circle L¢ aguvlicable)

TOXIC HAZARDS: ' | NONE (Circle If apolicable)

Briefly summarize chemicals handled on\ site: Add atrtachment ifF
nacessary. 1Indicate Lf thage exist in a controlled state. Refer
to Part A Application {f lisgt 1a excenTive.

!
|
|

|

V '

UNUSTAL PHYSICAL HAZARDS: NONE (Cirzcla 12 agplicaniael

!

UNUSUAL BIOLOCICAL MAZARDS: | 1 NONE (Circle if apolicable)

CHECX IF PROBLEM EXPECTED: NOISE REAT |STRESS COLD STRESS

QVERALL HAZARD RATING: (CIRCLE ONE)

VERY HIGH HIGH NEDIUNM
(LEVEL A) (LZVEL B) (LEVEL C)
(ASSISTANCE NECESSARY) (ASSISTANCE NECYSSARY) (MONITORING REQW

i
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|

!
PERGONNEL PROTECTIVE BQUIPMENT

(IList equipsant panded in addition to safety glas hard
toad baots) ; ;? glasses, hard hat, and steel

Check : Meedad throughout entire
if . - faclility? (If no,list area(s)

Needad - . or task(s) whe
MEAD AND EYE 3 re neaded

FACE SHIELD
GOCGLES

BOISE PROTECTION
OTRER

RESPIRATORY)

|
ARPR |
APR CARTRIDGE T
ESCAFE MASK T
OTHER - ‘

* CLOTHING:

TYVEX COVERALL
EARANEX COVERALL
COTTON COVERALL

SPLASH SUIT . ' "ol
OVERBOOTE
RAIN GEAR :

QTHER
MISCELLANEODS
II
_ 2 |
LEVEL A OR B NEEDEDT Contractor or ESD?7 Arasas/tasks where needed
{
LEVEL A i
LEVEL B 1
AIR NONITORING TTPE Conducted by Areas/tagks vwhere noeded
\ i
-T0XIC , FACILITY L
' RXPLOSIVE/OXYGDN ESD _—
RADIATION N OTHER ,

BONE OTHER






